
 
PRIVATE DETECTIVE ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

MINUTES 
MADISON, WISCONSIN 

April 13, 1999 
 
PRESENT: David Cihlar, James Gilboy, Robert Hoeg, James Krause, Karen 

Morales, Edward O’Brien, Gary Peterson, John Schatzman and 
Steven Watson 

 
ABSENT:     Johnny Cash and Paul Klumb 
 
STAFF PRESENT:   Clete Hansen and Becky Fry 
 

CALL TO ORDER 
 
The meeting was called to order at 9:30 a.m. by Clete Hansen upon confirmation that the 
public notice was timely given. 
 
Committee members introduced themselves. 
 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
By consensus, the agenda was adopted as published. 
 

MINUTES  (2/16/99) 
 
 MOTION: Robert Hoeg moved, seconded by Gary Peterson, to approve the 

minutes as written.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 

ADMINISTRATIVE REPORT 
 
Bureau Director’s Report 
• Telephone Calls to Department   
Telephone number corrected to 800-321-3725 
 
• Licensure of Insurance Adjusters as Private Detectives and Private Detective 

Agencies 
The Committee received a copy of Clete Hansen’s 4/7/99 letter to Dana Stellingworth 
regarding licensure of insurance adjusters as private detectives and private detective 
agencies.  Mr. Hansen explained that the letter is not consistent with the Committee’s 
recommendations. 
 
Mr. Hansen explained the Department of Regulation and Licensing position on the 
difference between private detectives and insurance adjusters.  The Committee received a 



copy of the Illinois sec. 30, stats., which exempts most insurance adjusters from private 
detective licensure. 
 

LICENSING PROCEDURES AND FORMS 
 
The Committee reviewed and discussed the importance of Form #1482, STATEMENT 
CONCERNING LIABILITY INSURANCE FOR PRIVATE DETECTIVE AGENCIES. 
 
The Committee discussed the importance of license renewal and options available to the 
Department when private detectives continue to work with gaps in insurance.  The 
Committee informally urged the Department to not delay in denying incomplete 
applications. 
 

LICENSING EXAMINATIONS 
 
The Committee discussed the Private Detective Task Analysis Survey and exam 
brochure, including present and future exam content.  The Committee would like to view 
samples of the exam questions.  The Committee was advised that the members could 
participate in the reviewing of and submitting of  questions for the exam.  James Krause 
volunteered to participate. 
 
The Committee received a copy of the  private detective examination passing rates for 
1998.  The Committee discussed the decline in the passing percentage and asked about 
the percentage of repeat exam takers.  Darwin Tichenor will be asked to attend the next 
meeting for explanation on this subject. 
 

INVESTIGATION OF COMPLAINTS 
 
Clete Hansen discussed the new timelines in the Division of Enforcement complaint 
handling process and explained the importance of them. 
 
Committee members were given the opportunity to serve on the screening panel or to be 
case advisors. 
 
The Committee received a copy of the Direct Licensing - Private Detectives Division of 
Enforcement Statistical Summary dated 3/11/99.  Noted. 
 

WHO IS REQUIRED TO BE LICENSED 
 
The Committee referred to an excerpt from a previous regulatory digest regarding 
activities requiring or not requiring a credential of one type or another. 
 
The Committee identified the important criteria to be considered in determining whether 
a person is required to obtain a private detective license: 
 a. secretly obtaining the information 
 b. working for pay 



 c. accessing a public record 
 d. interpreting the record or just retrieving the information 
 e. whether the person has a constitutional right to obtain the information 
 f. the intent of the person seeking the information 
 
The Committee discussed RL 30 (12) Wis. Admin. Code regarding the meaning of 
“private detective”. 
 
The Committee discussed sec. 440.21, stats., relating to the enforcement of laws 
requiring a credential. 
 

MISCELLANEOUS INFORMATION/CORRESPONDENCE 
 
The Committee discussed issues regarding health and safety of private detectives.  The 
Committee will discuss this issue further at the next meeting. 
 
The Committee discussed issues regarding firearms. The Committee will discuss this 
issue further at the next meeting. 
 
The Committee will discuss the separation of private detective agencies and security 
guard companies at the next meeting. 
 

SCHEDULE NEXT MEETING 
 
The next meeting was scheduled for Tuesday, June 8, 1999 at 9:30 a.m. 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 

The meeting adjourned at 12:01 p.m. 


